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orders submitted without a murmur and without a
struggle to an evil which was thenceforth inevitable.
The ordinary fate of falling powers awaited them;
each of their several members followed his own
interests ; and as it was impossible to wring the power
from the hands of a people which they did not detest
sufficiently to brave, their only aim was to secure its
good-will at any price. The most democratic laws
were consequently voted by the very men whose
interests they impaired ; and thus, although the
higher classes did not excite the passions of the people
against their order, they accelerated the triumph of
the new state of things ; so that by a singular change
the democratic impulse was found to be most irresist-
ible in the very States where the aristocracy had the
firmest hold. The State of Maryland, which had been
founded by men of rank, was the first to proclaim
universal suffrage, and to introduce the most demo-
cratic forms into the conduct of its government.
When a nation modifies the elective qualification,
it may easily be foreseen that sooner or later that
qualification will be entirely abolished. There is no
more invariable rule in the history of society : the
further electoral rights are extended, the greater is
the need of extending them ; for after each concession
the strength of the democracy increases, and its
demands increase with its strength. The ambition of
those who are below the appointed rate is irritated in
exact proportion to the great number of those who are
above it. The exception at last becomes the rule,
concession follows concession, and no stop can be
made short of universal suffrage.
At the present day the principle of the sovereignty
of the people has acquired, in the United States, all
the practical development which the imagination can
conceive. It is unencumbered by those fictions which